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Foreword 


This Work Book has been set up by a Committee appointed in 
February 1936 by the Missionary Education Section of the International 
Council of Religious Education. 


When the Yommittee started work on this subject we had high hopes 
of gathering data within the year and presenting a bulletin of find- 
ings and experiences to the Missionary Hducation Section. Of all the 
outlines and questionnaires sent out, however, only half a dozen were 
returned, Mr. De Witt Baldwin, whose very helpful material forms the 
basis for the Bulletin, decided soon after the Jommittee started its 
work that he would write a book on student attitudes*, and naturally 
needed to hold many of his "findings" for his book, He gave several 
hours at different times to the set-up of the Bulletin, however, - and 
advised us most helpfully. Dr. Daniel J. Fleming has been most help- 
ful also, as well as others within the Section membership. 


Because of the incomplete character of the present findings and 
the constantly changing situations among young people it has seemed 
best to put the gleanings of the committee out as a WORK BOOK to be 
filled in by individual members of the Section during the year and 
later brought together and assembled, if the Section thinks it wise. 


A section is given to each subject and blank pages left at the 
end for other subjects to be added, We have adopted here Mr. Baldwin's 


nine subjects, and many of the “statements” were furnished by him. 

On the following pages are the comments of the Yommittee and others, 
recorded just as they were sent ine No attempt has been made to cor-= 
relate them, 


You will note that we are not concerning ourselves with favorable 
attitudes, There are on campuses and in churches throughout the 
country an increasing number of young people who are not only inter- 
ested in, but actively supporting, the missionary program. We are 
here giving attention only to those attitudes which challenge us as 
leaders to a more energetic and intelligent approach to young people. 


YOU ARE URGED TO USB THIS WORK BOOK DURING THE JOMING YEAR, PUT INTO 
IT YOUR OWN EXPERIEN7ES AND FINDINGS AND BRING IT BAK TO NEXT YHAR'S 
MEETING. 


Mrs. BE. H. Silverthorn 

Miss Nona Diehl 

Mr. tharles Le Galley 

Mr. Horace Williams 
Miss Sue Weddell - thairman 


*This book has been delayed but will be out by early summer, 1938. 
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1. GENERAL YN CONCERN 
STATEMENTS OF YOUNG PEOPLE 
"T'm interested in dates and how many times I eat dowmtow.”" 


"Our life is really superficial, there's no time to think of life philosophy, 
much less of missions I never knew much about anyway." 


"The world is so complex I haven't time for anything like that." 
"There is so much else I NEED to be informed on." 
"T am just as good a thristien as those who propagate the cause of missions." 


“Are students interested in missions? I can answer in one word, 'No’, And 
the reason is we don't know anything about it!" 


"Missions is too vague and hazy and far away." 
"Missions 4s always good for a laugh in our crowd." 


"I think all missionaries are fanatics," 
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1. GENERAL UNCONCERN 
REASONS BACK OF THESE ATTITUDES 


Fundamental religious background is at fault. They are not only not interested 
in missions but not in any phase of religion, 


Thoroughly materialistic attitude. 

Spirit of the times and a result of our general emphasis in recent years. 

"A great many students do not have a real interest in missions but their inter- 
ests along other lines outside of themselves and their own schools are also very 
slight indeed. In fact where are there people more provincial? But it is a case of 
soil being choked by weeds rather than of hardened soil." -- A student pastor. 

Ignorance of the facts and the significance of missions. 

Indifference because of lack of maturity. 

Reflection of parental attitudes. 


The generally selfish, acquisitive atmosphere in America today. 


The importance of the "here and now" and the pressure of things and conditions 
nearby. 


The effort required to maintain an interest that costs something. 

Students lead a busy life. Those who take life in general more seriously also 
take their school work more seriously and find their program of study an intensive 
one. Unless the matter of missions has been brought home to them with unusual force, 


it is not surprising that they should know little about it. 


Perhaps an unwise choice of courses ~ lack of "Missions" training in home and 
churche 


Braggadocio ~ appalling unconcern ~ defense mechanism. 


Afraid to face facts ~ Wary lest they might become enthused about missions and 
God. 


Wrong sense of values. 


The youth of the people making these statements. We can't expect young people 
to take the issues of life as seriously as older ones. 


In some senses this is particularly true of the young people of our generation. 
They do not have to accept adult responsibilities as early as in pioneer days. 


The fault lies partly in missions itself. Ofttimes missions no longer speaks 
their language, 


Young people are surrounded by emotional stimuli-movies, radio, which work 
against quiet, thorough thinking. 


The things which are forcing themselves upon youth--new social and political 
ideals--seem to youth to be unrelated to Christianity, 


See 


1. GENERAL UNCONCERN 


POSSIBLE ANSWERS TO SUCH STATEMENTS 


Religion is an important factor in human life. Why not give due consideration 
to everything that makes for a well rounded life. College students should be wil- 
ling to give due consideration and study to all that enters into life. 


Appeal to motive of enlightened self-interest as one great Board has done. It 
is a lower motive but legitimate. Begin on the level where they are. 


Appeal to proportion, to world citizenship. Show the relativity of missions to 
problems felt to be important. 


"van does not live by bread alone." 


There are some things that we know so little about that we don't realize their 
importance. 


Can it be that man is intended for nothing higher than this "bovine complacency” 


Do you not appreciate that missions is a world movement profoundly conditioning 
many of the forces which‘constitute this complexity? 


This unconcern cannot be met by direct argument. 


Why not try a "date" with a real missionary? Or a real minister? Perhaps 
Chinese Chow might even make a dent! 


Why not resolve to take time for the essentials? And to expose yourself to 
"Missions" heroics? 


The world can be simplified if you choose to help. You have time for what you 
consider essential. Why not add religion to those essentials? 


You're not telling the truth! 
Lack of well-balanced life which fails to develop spiritual side. 


The difference that it makes when a young person finds Christ and begins to 
live for Him, illustrate. 


The chaos in the world due to lack of moral ethics which can only come through 
the reestablishment of Christ in the heart of the world. 


The suicidal stupidity of those who insist on being blind to the real needs of 
mane--the practicalness of Christianity. 
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1.  G&NERAL UNCONCERN 
PROGRAM METHODS THAT WOULD HELP TO OFFSET SITUATION 


A better program of religious education in local churches. Students need a 
better foundation for college courses. 


Followers of Christ will have to radiate something that will attract others 
and create desire for the abundant life within them. 


Promote an educational program on understanding foreign cultures, the best as 
well as the worst in them, the points at which we may help them and they us. Ex- 
change students between various cultures. 


A continuing program of missionary education graded and adapted very carefully 
to the various age groups. 


Teachers and leaders trained for the task. 


Conference experiences and contacts with visiting missionaries of the right type 
are helpful. 


Include more material on missions in the regular program of Christian Education 
for students. Students have only so much time for study. If they fail to get ade- 
quate missionary education within the regular program of the Church, they will hardly 
take time to get it otherwise. 


Contacts with a living, successful missionary. 
A gripping drama well played. 
Good books full of human-~interest stories. 


The churches of America must actually live out the teachings of Christ in their 
respective communities, and give young people a chance to live them out. This ne- 
cessitates much more of the sort of activity reported in Herriott, Christian Youth 
in Action. Young people with such experiences tucked under their belts will be in- 
terested in more than dates and how many times they eat downtown. 


A different type of missionary emphasis both at home and abroad would help 
greatly + talking less about money and more about glorious work to be done. 


Endow a chair of religion or "Life philosophy" to be occupied only by a profes~ 
sor who rings true - perhaps a missionary. 


Expose them to the best men of God - make the course in Religion compulsory. 


A series of programs on Christianity and World Situations--showing how depen- 
dent the world is on basic Christianity essentials e.g. 


1. Christianity, the Foundation of Democracy. 

2+ Christianity Heals the World. Stories of Missionary doctors who have 
started war against great diseases. Red Cross--Leprosy. 

3.2 Christianity and the Underdog. Delta Farm Project, Kagawa Cooperatives. 
Untouchables, 

4. To set at liberty the captives. Blind-Insane-Deaf, 
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2. CONFUSION IN RELIGIOUS THINKING 
STATEMENTS OF YOUNG PEOPLE 
"I've been raised in a Christian home, been taught the Bible and Christianity 
all my life and still there's so much I can't understand, I don't see how people of 


another race can get anything out of it," 


"I feel confused by the church myself -~ I wonder what the real gift of Christi- 
anity could be to any other people.” 


"I always believed in missions but my whole life has been so shaken by sociology 
and other classes I don't know any more ~ I feel confused as to what we do have." 


"I'd like to be a missionary but if I had to say I believed every word in the 


Bible I couldn't go. I don't think the Bible is infallible, I certainly don't 
think it is scientific." 
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2. SGJUNFUSION IN RELIGIOUS THINKING 
REASONS BACK OF THESE ATTITUDES 
There may have been inefficient teaching. 
Lack of historical information. 
The church has failed here in its program of education. So has the home. 


Our theological teaching and inadequate preaching has not prepared young people 
to enter a scientific world. 


The questioning mind of the modern age and the general skepticism of all 
idealism, 


The reason for this confusion is perfectly obvious. We are going through a 
period of change in religious thought at least as far-reaching as the Protestant 
Reformation. 


Lack of opportunity of meeting Christians of other nations to whom the Gospel 
means much. 


Professors of atheistic tendencies. 

Not opportunity enough to talk things over. 

Too much preaching and not enough time to react. 
Teachers poorly trained. 

Spasmodic attendance at Sunday School. 


No Bible teaching or family prayers at home. 
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2. CONFUSION IN RELIGIOUS THINKING 
POSSIBLE ANSWERS TO SUCH STATEMENTS 
Christianity is not a racial matter. 
Christianity did not originate in our race, 


Because you do not understand does not mean that there are not others who do. 
You are stacking your confusion against the understanding of others, Get into the 
game yourself, you'll learn the rules while playing: 


Look at Kagawa. 
The student should be led to feel that he is passing through a transition 
period that is normal and natural. Others have passed through the same experience 


and have achieved a satisfying faith. In time he will doubtless do likewise and 
will then appreciate the value of the Christian faith for people of other lands. 


Thank God that you cannot understand God. If you could know all about Him 
He would be a mighty small God and could not save you. Don't be so sure that 
other races could not fathom Him as well, or perhaps better than you can, 

Confusion is healthy, for it presupposes an eagerness to find a way out. 


A frank discussion of how the Bible came to be, 


Use some means of getting the group to read a modern translation of the 
Bible. 


Help the confused ones to find comfort and release through prayers 
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2. CONFUSION IN RELIGIOUS THINKING 
PROGRAM METHODS NECESSARY TO OFFSET SITUATION 
Better program of religious education before college. 


Christianity taught as a world force in history in college. 


Personal demonstration of the power of the gospel in actual lives. 


Simple projects need to be undertaken. 


Study groups on "What May I Believe", which would reach to the practical impli- 


cations for not only believers but peoples ef other faiths. 


Better trained Sunday School teachers would greatly help this situation. 


Here is a clear challenge to the church to face squarely with her children and 


young people at least toward a liberal theology. 


Many churches cannot conscientiously teach a liberal view of religion. Asa 
result, young people will come up from such churehes in a constant stream to our 


colleges and camps to meet almost certain religious conflict, Here, then, is a task 
for the colleges ~- to give them wise and sympathetic guidance in the reorientation 


which they must necessarily undergo. 
Sunday night, after-church-talks with the pastor. 
Consecrated, adequate leadership of worship courses at camps and conferences. 


College group discussion with a leader whom the students trust and believe, 
A study of how God has worked in the lives of other reactionals. Books-~Kagawa's 
Song of the Slums; Aggrey of Africas; Shepherd of Aintab, etc. 


Contacts with Christians of other nations and races. 
Careful choice of professors of sociology, etc. 


Missionaries too, should not be sent out until they are rid in part, at 
least, of religious confusion, 


Confusion in religious thinking can best be clarified by some honest#to- 
goodness attempts at Christian thinking. Just to grapple with some of the prob- 
lems and conditions that face the missionary enterprise will help. Religious 
discussion clubs and groups are invaluable and in the long run will bring en- 
lightenmente 


We ought to rid our Church Schools of the kind of training that has to be 
unlearned when one enters into the wider mental world of college life. 


Some programs on the Bible such as the following might be helpful: 
"Bible Passages Which Puzzle Me Most." 
"Bible Passages Which Would Help the World Today if They Were Our 
International Laws." 
"The Bible Passage I Like Best and Why." 


— Jon 


3. ECONOMIC PRESSURE AND NATIONALISTIC CONSCIOUSNESS 


STATEMENTS OF YOUNG PEOPLE 


"In view of the needs at home - to give there is like starting in arithmetic 
with calculus." 


"IT saw children in the streets of Muncie without shoes in the snow = I don't 
think it's right to give for foreign missions when such conditions exist here." 


"Why send money abroad when they are not paying my salary here," a student 
quoted his pastor as saying." 


"We've made such a mess of things why try to lead others into it." 


"T don't believe in foreign missions but I believe in home missions. We 


should open our churches to give shelter to the homeless and food to the hungry." 


"When we have broken down all barriers between races then I'll believe in 
sending out foreign missionaries." 


3, ECONOMIC PRESSURE AND NATIONALISTIC CONSCIOUSNESS 


REASONS BACK OF THESE ATTITUDES 
Wrong perspective on social needs. 
No concept of international eR RO nares 
Selfishness. 
An attempt to escape from a feeling of a sense of duty. 
Excuses for a task that seems too difficult. 
No sense of mutual dependence. 


Missions has been thought of as something-else-than or in-addition-to Christia 
anitys 


Students here are but repeating the arguments that they have heard from the 
lips of their elders. 


Lack of training in giving "For others," 


One may probably assume that these answers come from two types of people. The 
one group is sincere. The other group is simply rationalizing. If, for example, "B" 
is giving out of his personal funds to buy shoes for the children in the streets of 
Muncie to the point of actual sacrifice, then we are safe in attributing sincerity 
to his statement. If, however, "B" wears a fur coat and goes to all the dances and 
would not give a cent for the children of Muncie even if there had never been such a 
thing as Foreign Missions, then "B" is treating himself to the luxury of a handy 
escape-mechanism. I can‘t help but feel that there is a good bit of insincerity, 
conscious or otherwise, among those who offer answers of this sort. 


Missions has always been based on ‘pathos of pity' instead of 'pasion of obedi- 
ence.'- false basis. 


American standard of living has overstressed physical welfare completely elimi- 
nating spiritual needs. 
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3. ECONOMIC PRESSURE AND NATIONALISTIC CONSCIOUSNESS 
POSSIBLE ANSWERS TO SUCH STATEMENTS 
See International Review of Missions, Jan. 1936, pp. 116 ff. 
What about children without shoes in other countries? 
Why not share with all in need? 
Cultured leaders of other countries can and are helping us. 


Part of the world cannot attain spiritual height while other parts are neglected 
and in ignorance and superstitution. 


While charity begins at home it should not be confined there. 


The mother of four children, needy in many respects, recently took in another 
boy because "he had no home." 


Let's share our troubles and achievements with others. We may profit by the 
exchanges 


So far as religion is concerned, the heart of love cannot be gotten or kept 
without sharing. No church is poorer in the long run for having given to missions, 


The resources of America are adequate not merely to clothe the children of 
Muncie but to contribute to the welfare of the world as well. 


Isn't the mess we're in very clearly the result of our failure to apply 
Christianity? 


Did you buy even one pair of shoes for the Muncie children? 
Tell your pastor what you think of him. 
Are you very sure it's a mess? 


How much more would be given for benevolent causes at home next year if Foreign 
Missions were to be suddenly discontinued? How much more would you give? 


If all philanthropic enterprises had to wait until the people conducting them 
were perfect or had done all they could to perfect their home and immediate communi- 
ties, how long would that be? 


Show how interdependent the world is. 
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3. ECONOMIC PRESSURE AND NATIONALISTIC CONSCIOUSNESS 


ee 


PROGRAM METHODS NECESSARY TO OFFSET SITUATION 


Study of concrete human needs in other countries. 


Specific study of people in other lands. 


Educate to insure against self-deception. 


Renewed study of stewardship. 


Work for social planning at home as well as abroad. 


The same old pounding of information, slow but sure, is needed. Radio, air 


service, travel and the 


reading of books all help to give one the backgrounds of 


other peoples. These should be made aids to the program of missionary education. 


Missionary Education must concern itself with Economic Pressure and National- 


istic Consciousness, at 


A course, perhaps, 


home and abroad. 


on Stewardship, and on “Where Our Benevolence Money Goes" 


in the Church School, and at Conferences and Camps. 


Have a series of "I-~Ask-~You Programs." 


1. I-ask-you 
missions solve problems 
20 I-ask-you 
live in, and clothes to 


will money taken from foreign missions and given to home 
of America? 

if we gave everyone in U. S, A. enough to eat, a home to 
wear would all of our problems be solved? 
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4, SOCIALISTIC CONSCIOUSNESS 
STATEMENTS OF YOUNG PEOPLE 


"Missions just spread the capitalistic system. They are sponsored by business 
men who expect economic value in return." 


"Missionaries are the forerunners of capitalistic exploitation. As such they 
do a great deal of harm." 


"Missions are sponsored by folks who want to farther their own economic better- 
ment. The Rockefellers sent over lamps - they will need oil." 


"Missions open ways for films and the worst influences of our civilization to 
get in." 


"Missionaries cause intervention and intervention causes war." 


"Livingstone opened up Africa and look at all that followed in slave trade and 
Ware “ 
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4, SOCIALISTIC CONSCIOUSNESS 
REASONS BACK OF THESE ATTITUDES 

Lack of knowledge of what is being done by missionaries, 

Superficial information, misinformation, or no information. 

Ignorance of the mass of sacrificial giving throughout the Church. 

Failure to realize that commercial penetration has not been dependent upon 
missions and that very often missions has been the only force in the field opera- 
ting to offset the vicious effects of that commercialization. 

The facts back of these attitudes have been exaggerated and over~rated. 

The spread of liberal thought leads some naturally to be overly critical of 
any movement bound up in any way with the capitalistic system. Not only missions 
but the Church as a whole is open to criticism on this score. It is true that in 
the past there has been enough of a tie up between capitalism and the missionary 
movement to afford grounds for criticism to those who have come to the position 
that the well-being of mankind depends upon scrapping the capitalistic system. 

Gross manipulation of facts, ignorance and prejudice. 

Social teachings in college. 


Books flooding the country. 


The bitter experience of unemployment during the depression. 
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4, SOCIALISTIC CONSCIOUSNESS 
POSSIBLE ANSWERS TO SUCH STATEMENTS 


Students should know about the use of films by missionaries - Ray Phillips 
in Johannesburg, Africa, for example. 


See Chapter III of "Ethical Issues Confronting World Christians." 


There is much truth here. We admit it. However, this is not all that missions 
have done. It is only part of the picture. 


The church at home is already at work to correct this evil. The activities of 
such groups as the Methodist laymen ought to set people right as to the present 
attitude of the church towards capitalism. 


Missions brings enlightenment to peoples. Enlightenment creates more desires 
and gives freedom of choice. The opening of markets for unscrupulous traders is 
an unfortunate by-product. The appetites, tastes and desires of new converts must 
be Christianized to resist the degrading influences of Western culture. 


fissions must be separate from politics and economics. The instances in which 
missionaries have strayed from the Christ Way are almost nil. I venture to say that 
there is no other business in which the failures are as few as in missions. 


"We ought long ago to have been ashamed of the old falsehood that the missionary 
enterprise has been a source of irritation and of conflict, that wherever missionar- 
ies went they called for soldiers or for gunboats. Nine-tenths of the missionaries 
in China never saw a gunboat or a soldier, and no gunboats or soldiers ever could 
have gone to their help if they had asked for them. The missionary enterprise has 
been the greatest fountain of brotherhood and of racial equality. It has done more 
than any other agency to carry out Christ's purpose of breaking down partition walls 
and binding all men together in unity than any other one agency."-- From an address 
given by Dre Robert E. Speer at the National Younger Men's Missionary Congress. 


It was inevitable that Africa should be opened. Could it have been better done 
than by Livingstone, and have not the resulting constructive forces such as schools 
and hospitals contributed to higher standards of life? 


These bad features would find their way to the Orient without missions. It's a 
question of whether we want the East to have our worst without trying also to give 
them our best. 


It is on record that missionaries refuse gunboat protection. 


A Japanese told me recently that the best films are released in his country as 
soon as they are in America. 


Livingstone's body was carried hundreds of miles to the coast by natives who 
loved him. 


Missions are supported by Christians who do not possess the money-profit motive, 
In some cases missions has undoubtedly facilitated the entrance of capitalism, 
but that is all. The initial stage in opening up a country in most cases has not 


been missions at all, but exploration. The business men would have been along soon - 
missions or no missions. 
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4, SOCIALISTIC CONSCIOUSNESS 
PROGRAM METHODS NECESSARY TO OFFSET SITUATION 


Economics courses in college should include a wider range of proposed solutions 
to the economic problems. 


Facts, broad facts, and more facts are basic needs. 
Work for better movies to be exported. 


An up-to-date study course on missions to give facts, substitute constructive 
for destructive outlook and create challenge to do something about it. 


Missionary Education should lead us to confess such faults as we have and repent. 


Secure facts from missionaries rather than from gunboat officials, tourists who 
frequent hotel lobbies, 


Discover what the Rockefellers have done for the Orient - Peking Union Medical 
College, for example. 


It would seem that two types of study are indicated for our young people at the 

home base: 

1. History. Study of the sequence of events in the opening up of India, 
China, Japan, Africa, the South Sea Island. Just when did the missionaries come in 
and what role did they play? 

2e An analysis of the financial support of missions todayy in terms of how 
much is given by large givers, how much by small givers, et cetera, This might well 
lead into an unbiased study of the degree of interlocking between capitalism and 
Protestantism. 


Show Christianity's concern for social conditions as well as individual 
Salvatione 
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D. CHANGING STANDARDS 
STATEMENTS OF YOUNG PEOPLE 


"Standards of right and wrong vary so; why teach a conception others have, 
when we don't really know." 


"Their religion is as good for them as ours is for us." 


"I'm against an approach which assumes that Christianity is all right and 
other religions all wrong." 


"Religion was shoved down my throat, In early years I accepted it. Later I 
revolted but I still feel repulsion, I have no use for anybody trying to spread it." 


"How do we know Christianity is the ultimate religion for all?" 


"I think people of other religions should come over here as missionaries if we 
go to them," 
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5. CHANGING STANDARDS 
REASONS BACK OF THESE ATTITUDES 


Young people are not well enough grounded in their own Christian beliefs. I'm 
all for studying comparative religions, but how absurd to do so before our students 
have a workable knowledge of Christianity. 


Ignorance of the life conditions of the adherents of other faiths. 


Failure to appreciate the fact that though standards do change, we believe that 
in Christianity we have reached the highest that we know. 


Lack of knowledge of the religions of other peoples and some of the evils rooted 
in them. Also lack of appreciation of the values of Christianity. 


Unfortunate experiences with religion and those who promulgate it. It is true 
that many young people have had religion thrust upon them. The ensuing revulsion of 
feeling is most natural. 


American travelers and writers who have been enamored by other cultures. 


Novels and plays showing trivialities and insincerity of Christianity against 
profundities of foreign religions. 
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5. CHANGING STANDARDS 
POSSIBLE ANSWERS TO SUCH STATEMENTS 


Give testimony of Christian Nationals regarding the value to them of 
Christianity. 


See pp. 210-213 in "Ethical Issues Confronting World Christians." 


The experience of a pastor with his dentist. ‘Said my dentist in a recent con= 
versation, 'Of course, I believe every man has a right to his om opinion, but as 
for me, I think missions are all wrong. Why not let every people have their own 
religion? Every nation's religion suits its own needs.' After a sufficient number 
of tools had been extracted from my mouth and after T had had time to hold my face 
straight, I tried this: 'Now Dr. T..., I am not losing my front hair worrying 
about what will happen to people who never had a chance to hear the Gospel, when 
they face their Loving Father, but wouldn't you like to feel that every man, woman, 
and child had a chance to enjoy the sort of dental work you and your kind give?' 
"Yes, I would.' 'How about medical care?! ‘Well, I feel the same about that,' 
‘Wouldn't you also like to see every man, woman, and child given a home and govern- 
ment which will enable his personality to grow into something like its normal 
powers?! 'Well---, and with a drawl, 'I think I would.' ‘Well, Dr. T..., how can 
such things happen unless they have a philosophy and spirit which so far as I know 
my history, nothing but Christianity has ever given or even approximated?" 


Does Kagawa think that "their religion" is good enough for them? He knows 
from experience the futility of other religions, compared to Christianity. 


The modern approach to other religions does not assume that Christianity is 
all right and other religions all wrong. 


Have other religions brought as much peace, joy, happiness and enlightenment 
to their nations? 


"I came not to destroy but to fulfill", must by the life motto of every mission- 
ary. He will never destroy truth but will rejoice when he finds it though in the 
midst of another religion or a different society. He is supremely convinced that 
Christ has something that will fulfill the truth that other faiths may have. 


While standards do vary, in Christ we have the best of which we know. It's 
worthwhile giving the best to others, 


If you were to watch a bound-foot woman climb a sacred mountain to offer tiny 
shoes at the shrine of the God of Children, you never again would say that "Their 
religion is as good for them as ours is for us," 


"Yes, religion was - according to your account = shoved down your throat. The 
chances are it was done by people who loved you rather than hated you. The mistake 
was one of ignorance rather than intention. Now the important question is, if you 
could take it or leave it, which would you do?" 


No one can say the Moslem religion, unless greatly changed, is all right for 
women of Moslem lands--life is too hard and unfair, 
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5. CHANGING STANDARDS 
PROGRAM METHODS NECESSARY TO OFFSET SITUATION 


Present missions as an attempt of peoples of all religions to find the best 
ways of life, The testimony of such Orientals as Kagawa and T. Z. Koo, together 
with lesser lights should be used to the fullest extent, The right kind of mis-~ 
Sionaries must be brought into contact with our young people. Give them evidence 
of actual results when men have yielded to Christ. 


Courses in comparative religions under an open-minded teacher, who does not 
try to put anything over. ‘ 


Missionary speakers should always be fair in their presentation of other faiths. 


Let them study the Layman's Missionary report under the tutelage of a fine- 
spirited, high-minded leader, 


Admitting our own faults frankly but showing how Christ rises above our faults. 
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6. FOREIGN STUDENT CONTACTS 
STATEMENTS OF YOUNG PEOPLE 
"Tt doesn*t pay to be friendly with foreign students. They don't know where 
to stop.” 
"I was terribly embarrassed by a Turk who followed me everywhere and tried to 


give me expensive presents just because I tried to be kind to him." 


"A Chinese student scared me to death by cutting in on me at a dance and saying 
he had been watching me for two years." 


"A Philippine boy whom I befriended took advantage of me and tried to be friends. 
I only wanted to be kind to him." 


A Japanese student said, "I don't want people to gush over me. I just want 
them to treat me like a human being." 
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6. FOREIGN STUDENT CONTACTS 
REASONS BACK OF THESE ATTITUDES 
Generalization on a few isolated cases. 
Lack of knowledge of habits of life between young people in other countries, 
The sex problem enters in, 
Race prejudice. The tradition of a separation of the races. 


Foreign students give rise to many complicated situations. They do not fully 
understand and are not fully understood, Hence they are usually badly misunderstood, 
I doubt whether foreign students in the U, S. are good missionary assets. Besides the 
misunderstanding mentioned, they see innumerable things that are the very opposite of 
the life and teachings of Jesus. The missionary certainly presents that life and 
teaching more fully as he works in the foreign country. Not infrequently American 
Christians put much more faith in some foreign students than they would in their home 
folks, thus spoiling decidedly what, under proper circumstances, might have been a 
real addition to Christian work, 


The foreign student finds so many indifferent and even hostile to him that he 
may have a tendency to impose upon those who show friendliness toward him. 


These attitudes seem to be based on some unfortunate experiences, apparently 
with foreign students of the opposite sex, They rest, therefore, on a rather flimsy 
foundation. 


Experiences which have not been properly guided. 
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6. FOREIGN STUDENT CONTACTS 
POSSIBLE ANSWERS TO SUCH STATEMENTS 
Know more foreign students. 
Try to understand the motives of these foreign students. 


What have you done in a frank way to help them become acquainted with American 
customs? 


Can you put yourself in their place in a strange land and amid strange customs? 


One might point out equally undesirable action on the part of people of one's 
own race, perhaps acquaintances; give instances where the "tables are turned" and 
show the foreign student's resentment; discuss underlying reasons for such action, 
for in many cases it is through admiration, appreciation and desire to be like or to 
do something for the person. 


"I lived at International House without any evidence of such conduct on the part 
of foreign students." 


Not typical of all Turks or of all foreign students. 

Can you put yourself into the shoes of these foreign students? Suppose you were 
studying in a foreign country; how much would a stray bit of kindness mean to you? Is 
there any chance that you would overdo things in your response?" 

Young people are much alike the world over but certain social customs are dif- 


ferent, especially relationships between girls and men. Customs should be discussed 
on both sides before an interracial experiment is started. 
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6. FORBIGN STUDENT CONTACTS 


PROGRAM METHODS NECESSARY TO OFFSET SITUATION 


It might be well to avoid as much as possible, social contacts where sex 
enters the picture. Certainly persons intelligent enough to give these answers 
realize the fascination which they have for young men, and ought to be able to 
excuse them for thetr weakness. 


Help introduce American young people to the right kind of foreign students. 


I have come to feel that breaking over racial lines should be done very gradu- 
ally, as far a= contacts go. I never urge a girl to get into our internation work 
before she is a Junior, or with Junior poise. They just do not have the balance. 
Similarly, I am all for the interracial work with the colored groups, but again let 
us educate, not catapult our young people into such circumstances. 


Every institution of any size ought to have some foreign students. Close 
advisors should be provided by the institution so that they can learn the customs 
and present their ow cultures in the best possible light. Student pastors would 
be of value here. We need more of them. 


Study of Races = Cultural and religious backgrounds = Biographies - Contacts 
with other races - Speakers - social affairs - Open Forums, etc. 


Projects such as packing surprises to be sent to the youth of other races; 
plays such as "The Color Line," "Ivory Street," "Ordered South"; visits to the 
wrong side of the town, not as a Slumming venture, but to ascertain real needs. 


Apparently these attitudes call for more and better contacts in student centers 
between Amexican and foreign students under careful regulation and in a setting of 
mutual understanding and respect. 


Have a sufficient time of preparation before entertaining folks of another 
group or of having a speaker from another country. An appreciation program on the 
country from which the guest or guests come = art, music, etc. is helpful. An 
appreciation program on the Negro ts an excellent preparation for a visit from a 
Colored Group. 


The wisest way to contact foreign students is to have men with men and girls 


with girls. Social standards are too varied to use American ways with foreign 
friends. 


7e REGARDING OTHER PHOPLES, CULTURE, CUSTOMS, VALUES 
STATEMENTS OF YOUNG PRHOPLE 


"Are missionaries forcing something on peoples, creeds, interpretations, 
western culture? I am against thrusting anything on others." 


"Ts it right for missionaries to disturb the mores and customs of people and 
leave nothing adequate in their place?™ 


"Their customs are better for them than ours may be, our social psychology 
courses teach." 


"“iissionaries teach people to clean teeth with toothbrushes. Well, they have 
pig's bristles in them end pigs are wclean to them. Why presume that you are 
right?" 

"J favor medical and educational work but not religious." 

"I dislike social service with Christianity tied to it like a string." 


"T don't trust social service with an axe to grind." 


"It is presumptuous to substitute yourreligion for his if he has a well 
thought out system," 


"Why take our religion to people who are more religious than we are to begin 
with * 


7. REGARDING OTHER PROPLES, CULTURE, SUSTOMS, VALUES 
REASONS BACK OF THESE ATTITUDES 


Wrong concept of Missions, 


Ignorance on the subject of other religions and of evils growing out of 
theme 


Ignorance concerning the values of the Christian religion. 
Ignorance as to missionary methods and approach. 


It is very clear in these comments ~ and very interesting =- that the social 
sciences are to be reckoned with by those of us who are concerned with missions. 
These studies are teaching our college students that religion and morality are 
merely phases of a given culture, (It should be noted that two inferences are 
ofttimes drawn from this fact, neither of which is a necessary inference, First, 
that God has nothing to do with the growth of a religion or an ethical system. 
Secondly, that one system is just as good as anothers) 


Books whith ridicule work of missionaries by dwelling on incongruities rather 
than the normal, fine achievements, 
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7. REGARDING OTHER PEOPLES, CULTURES, CUSTOMS, VALUES 
POSSIBLE ANSWERS TO SUCH STATEMENTS 


Foreign Christian students do not say these things. Their testimony is quite 
the opposite. 


Modern missions, or “ideal missions", does not do these things. We now base 
missions on the idea of sharing. 


Point out noble pieces of work on the mission field where agricultural missions, 
for example, has greatly enriched life. The story of Sam Higginbottom and his work 
is a fine example. 


Point out Jesus' well-rounded program with teaching, preaching, healing, as an 
example of the ideal program for missionary endeavor, 


Christianity is never tied to social service but is the source of ninety-nine 
one-hundredths of all the social service on earth. Hospitals, scheols, places for 
tRe poor, and real sympathy for those down and out were originated by Christianity, 
and not by Buddhism, Mohammedanism or any other "-~ism" that is not Christian. 


Missionaries must not and cannot force something on peoples. If they preach 
Christ, His attracting power will do the rest. They do not try to destroy customs 
unless they are certainly detrimental to body or spirit. 


Mr. Frederick W. Stevens, for many years Professor of Law in the University of 
Michigan, served for a number of years as the American representative in the Banking 
Consortium in Peking. Mr. Stevens went out knowing nothing about the missionary en. 
terprise and caring little. In the few years he was in China he changed his atti- 
tude. These were the words he spoke to a little gathering of the Chinese themselves 
in Peiping: "I have come to believe that America's greatest contribution to China, 
greater even than America's political friendship, is the work of the American 
Christian missionaries in China. In all China, there is not a single organization, 
on a scale of importance, that aims at moral improvement, or that is calculated to 
bring it about, that is not traceable in its origin directly to the Christian mis- 
sions. I have inquired among all kinds of people from all parts of China for such 
an activity of non-Christian origin and I have not found one.” --- Ibid. 


"Social service is a legitimate expression of the Christian spirit. The person 
giving the social service, if he is a Christian, has a perfect right to make explicit 
in words what is implicit in his act. The recipient, however, is under no obligation 
to accept the Christianity of his benefactor, and he should feel that he will be 
treated just as tenderly whether he makes a Christian profession or nots Missionary 
policy has sometimes been at fault at this point." 
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7. REGARDING OTHER PEOPLES, CULTURE, CUSTOMS, VALUES 
PROGRAM METHODS NECESSARY TO OFFSET SITUATION 


Books which show Christianity as it is adapted to meet the needs and customs 
of peoples 


Study of comparative religions, including Christianity. 
Missions needs to be retranslated into more tangible form. 


Treat missions not as a department of religious enterprise but as a natural 
development of Christian activity. It would be fine if we could drop the word 
"missions" entirely, and administer it as part of the work of the church as a whole. 


Avoid all "sob stories" of the conditions under which foreign people live. 


We need to do a better publicity job with groups like university faculties and 
social workers. They are far more useful and active in their churches than we 
usually believe. E, g. - Penn is in no sense under any religious body, yet one of 
our workers who tried a few years ago to get speakers at Sunday religious appoint- 
ments from among faculty members met with conflicting engagements for similar 
religious work on the part of more than fifty per cent of them, and he approached 
more than one hundred. 


Our programs of missionary education might well give some attention to the con.~ 
cept of indoctrination and the measure of worth contained therein, if any. There is 
some tendency in educational circles to retreat from the former radical opposition 
to all indoctrination. The best presentation of the new tendency I have found is in 
Counts. "Dare the Schools Build a New Social Order?" 


Our missionary education might well consider two other questions, First, what 
is good and what is bad about the mores of a country like China and to what extent 
will a change in such mores work for the good of the Chinese? Secondly, exactly 
what should be the relationship between medical and educational work on the one hand, 
and the so-called religious or evangelistic work on the other? It would be splendid 
to have a thoroughly informed constituency at these points. 


Programs dealing with some of the customs of other lands which have had to go 
and what Christianity offers in place. For example: 
le Moslem Women unveiled, 
2e The Untouchables become people 
3. Initiation Ceremonies in Africa (God's Candlelights) 
4, Wholesome Marriage Relationships in China 
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8. CHURCH INADEQUACIES AND INCONSISTENCIZS 
STATEMENTS OF YOUNG PEOPLE 


"The church that sends them out is composed of self-righteous false-front 
people." 


* "The church gives money to Africans, but if those converts came to their 
church they would not be welcome." 


"The president of the woman's foreign missionary society wouldn't live ina 
certain house because there were foreigners across the street." 


"Christianity as the church represents it simply doesn't mean it today, It 
is held lightly by folks who dontt intend to follow it. It is full of compromise 
and hypocrisy." 


"The church is irrelevant to the major issues of life." 


We get the spirit of atheism because we look around in a Christian civiliza- 
tion and see it so disappointingly unChristian." 


Pastors talk irrelevancies." 


8. CHURCH INADEQUACIES AND INCONSISTENCIES 


REASONS BACK OF THESE ATTITUDES 


Race prejudice in the homeland and theoretical religion divorced from social 
problems of life lends itself to such criticism. 


Youth is thinking for itself and examining everything critically. Young 
people tend to be toosure of themselves, and they need careful and wise guidance 
toward enlistment for progresse 


Unfortunately, these attitudes are based on actual experiences in actual sit- 
vations. The experiences may be limited in range. There are certainly people of 
a type different from the president of the women's foreign missionary society re- 
ferred to, but that there is a type of which she is representative no one can deny. 


They hear these opinions expressed at home, and the young people reflect 
parent's thinking. 


Excuses for not going to church and taking part in church activities, giving 
to missions, etc. 


Bitter experiences with pastors who did not understand. 


me 


8. CHURCH INADEQUACIES AND INCONSISTENCIES 
POSSIBLE ANSWERS TO SUCH STATEMENTS 
The church is made up of imperfect people as is every other organization. 
This not true of all churches or all pastors. 


We admit America is not yet Christian. All the more reason for those with keen- 
er ethical insight on the race question to put in their leaven at home and abroad. 


Agree that the Church is irrelevant to much of the main issue of today but 
challenge the individual to lend his support in correcting the evil. 


There is no better organization for well-meaning people to work through than 
the Church. Challenge others to come in. 


One does not need to lose faith because every one else does. The first century 
Christians had Atheism on all hands. They thrived on it. We can today if we will 
pay the priceée 


"You are right so far as you go, but there is another side to each statement. 
If you want to be worth anything to the world and your generation, criticize sympa- 
thetically, understandingly and constructively, then do something about it, but as a 
member within the Church group, not as a nagging outsider." 


There are those within the Church who recognize that there is a lag between the 
ideal of the Church and its practice and are seeking to eliminate these short~ 
comingse Witness the "Christian Youth Building a New World": movement. 


Fire young people with the desire to make their church of the future more truly 
part of Christ's body. 


-32- 


8. CHURCH INADEQUACIES AND INCONSISTENCIES 
PROGRAM METHODS NECESSARY TO OFFSET SITUATION 


Emphasize cooperative church projects, - interracial programs, etc. 
Let's stop fine talk and do some practicing. 


An alive study group based upon this excellent set of criticisms would chal- 
lenge youth strongly and catch at their loyalties if adroitly handled. 


We older folks too often defend our Church against accusations instead of 
checking up on the possible justifications for such criticisms. 


No program change will do much to offset this situation, unless it be the intro- 
duction of some studies of instances wherein the church and church members have "come 
clean". There is a growing body of such evidences of the church's sincerity and 
virility. Witness the church's record in the war-peace issue, the economic issue, 
and even the interracial issue. This record is heartening - especially in recent 
yearse Ofttimes young people may know an individual church member or so who takes 
his Christianity entirely too lightly, but these positive achievements of the church 
may be unknown. These achievements plus the devoted lives of many Christians 
vindicate the church's right to conduct missions. 


Could programs of study for women's missionary societies, etc. give attention 
to the question, What kind of living here at home is truly in keeping with our 
foreign missionary enterprise? 


When the situation is very tense, have a "Kicker's Program" where everyone who 
shows any signs of anger has to pay a $1.00 fine. Have a meeting for Knockers on 
"What's Wrong with our Church", Follow this by a meeting for Boosters on "What's 
Right with our Church." 


If meetings between young people and elders could be arranged wherein each 


group could talk freely, many tense situations could be eased, and no disillusion- 
ment mar the lives of young or old. 


9, IRRITANTS IN TECHNIQUES AND CONCEPTS AND POLICIES 
STATEMENTS OF YOUNG PEOPLE 
"When the home church can't unite how can we take anything abroad?" 
"Isn't it wrong to spread our western divisions in the Orient?" 


"Don't missions overlap on the field? It insults our intelligence, it's not 
realistic, that's no way to handle the situation." 


"The very word missionary is synonymous in my mind with fat and dull." 
"Missionaries are aggressive, egotistical and do a lot of harm." 


"A girl who criticized a student for associating with Negroes was going out as 
a missionary." 


"The students we see who are planning to be missionaries are not a kind to in- 
spire us with much respect for the cause." 


"The mention of missionary is always linked with finance." 


"Christianity means so much more than just creeds, organization, doctrine; we 
want a change from the conversion aim to equipping them with new ways of living." 


"T am against labels, numbers, fruits in converts « saved to what?" 


"Missions always seemed to me to be for a lot of older ladies who weren't inter 
ested in really real things." 


"I never believed the missionary stories my Sunday School teacher told me. I 
thought she made them all up." 
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9. IRRITANTS IN TECHNIQUES AND CONCEPTS AND POLICINS 
REASONS BACK OF THESS ATTITUDES 

These are judgments based on insufficient data - only partly true» 

These quotations show a gross ignorance of missions in the better sense» 

The activities of well-meaning but sometimes unattractive and incapable indi- 
viduals of missionary organizations is sometimes falsely misconstrued to be the 
activity of the missionary enterprise itself. 

A desperate reaching out for something substantial and abiding. 

Denominetional distinctions mean practically nothing to this generation of 
youth. Furthermore, they have heard widespread criticism of denominationalism and 
are very ready to seize upon it as a source of support for their opposition to 


missionse One suspects that this particular attitude is based partly on reasoning 
and partly on rationalization. 


9, IRRITANTS IN TECHNIQUE AND CONCEPTS AND POLICIES 
POSSIBLE ANSWERS TO SUCH STATEMENTS 
How many missionaries do you know? 
Refer to Dr, Mott's book "Cooperation and the World Mission." 
See “Rethinking Missions," p. 292 on "Missionaries," 


Some missionaries are fat and dull, So are some professors, and engineers, and 
bank presidents. Are all of them fat and dull? No professional class has as large 
a proportion of its children in Who's Who as the missionaries. Even if all of them 
are fat there must be a few who are not altogether dull." 


"Divisions" are unfortunate but they are not so serious as to overbalance the 
good influence of Christianity» There is less overlapping in the foreign field than 
at homes Perhaps the church needs some great project such as missions to bring it 
togethers 


When you criticize the type of missionaries have you considered the scholarly 
achievements of translating the Bible into a new language every ten or twelve weeks 
for a century and a quarter, when in many instances this meant practically making 
the language? What about a group of men who can undertake such a colossal job? 


The rank and file of missionaries may be disappointing, so is it in many other 
fields. But what have you to say about Grenfell, Higginbottom, Stanley Jones, and 
Dr. Schweitzer? 


Yes, missionary work cannot be done without money, nor can Christian work at 
home, I once heard a great business man say, "My work is Kingdom work, and I do 
business to pay the expenses,” This man's words ring true. He considers it a 
privilege to contribute to Kingdom work. The missionary needs not in the least to 
apologize when he asks fellow-Christians to contribute towards the enlargement of 
Christ's Kingdom. 
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9. IRRITANTS IN TECHNIQUES AND CONCEPTS AND POLICI3S 
PROGRAM METHODS NECESSARY TO OFFSET SITUATION 
Education concerning cooperation on the field, 
leet more missionaries of the kind to inspire confidence and respect. 
More emphasis on the things churches and denominations are doing in common. 


Get the right kind of missionaries and volunteers into contact with young 
people of our churches. Mission boards may well provide for the expenses of student 
deputations who will go out to the churches and give the right impression. The 
number of such students is limited, yet there are a few in most universities and 
they need every encouragement. Hunt up the football players who have a real reason 
for entering the ministry. Send them into every church possible to give their 
testimony. 


Frequent, instead of once~a-year visits of worthwhile missionaries - with 
adequate time for heart-to-heart talks with them. 


A complete turnover in the missionary appeal - cutting out the "sob stuff", the 
filth, the poverty, superstition angle - the old-time statement that "Every time my 
watch ticks, thousands go to Hell!" 


A missionary on every camp faculty ~ not overburdened with classes, but with 
contacts» 


In a group where this attitude was widespread - that is, regarding the evils 
of denominationalism - it might be well to undertake a study of Silcox's articles in 
Christendom on the church union of Canada. I wonder if the evils of denominational. 
ism have not been just a trifle overdrawn, There is a sound basis for some division 
of Protestantism into denominations, and the difficulties encountered in merging 
even two denominations are tremendous. We need cooperation among the denominations 
greatly, but we are getting that. Perhaps organic union had better proceed slowly. 


Our missionary education programs might well include a study on denominational 
cooperation in mission work, as well as a survey of the very impressive record of 
what has already been done in this respect. 

Could it be that our apportionment system is wrong? Could it be that we have 
stressed finances too immediately and directly in our promotion of missions? Might 
we be better off if we approached finances more educationally and more indirectly? 


A vivid presentation of the rise of brave national churches around the world, ~ 
stories of their leaders. 


Stress Union Institutions on the Mission Fields, 
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